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1.Abstract

This study was undertaken to explore how municipal boundaries should be determined in cases where natural
features such as mountains and rivers are not applicable, with the intention of contributing to potential solutions for
future municipal mergers. Motivated by the question of what criteria other than natural features could guide
boundary setting, we drew upon past municipal mergers and identified villages—historically aligned with elementary
school districts—as a fundamental unit of consideration. Our analysis indicated that fiscal capacity, population size,
geographical conditions, elementary school districts, and transportation were key factors in determining municipal
boundaries. Based on these factors, we mapped the challenges faced by each municipality and developed potential
merger scenarios. Each proposal presents basic information, recommended policy directions, and an assessment of

advantages and disadvantages after consolidation, thereby the findings of this study may also provide implications for

regional cities beyond Fukui Prefecture.
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