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Abstract

With the introduction of compulsory English education in elementary schools in 2020, the
number of students who dislike English has been on the rise. Our preliminary research
suggested that this trend may be due to an overemphasis on academic correctness in lessons.
We hypothesized that increasing interactions with ALTs (Assistant Language Teachers) could
help students develop a more positive attitude toward English. Although Fukui Prefecture has the
highest number of ALTs per student in Japan, opportunities for student-ALT interaction remain
limited. To address this, we planned and implemented an “ALT Stamp Rally” to encourage casual
and enjoyable communication between students and ALTs. By analyzing the results of pre- and
post-activity questionnaires, we found that students who spent more time interacting with ALTs
were more likely to enjoy learning and using English.
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