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Background

    

perfect 
score

Japan’s
score

scoring
rate

Japan’s 
rank in the 
world

Writing 200 133 67％ 29/32

Listening 495 296 60％ 27/32

Speaking 200 114 57％ 27/32

Reading 495 236 48％ 29/32

  low rank!!

According to a TOEIC test…



Purpose  

  Improving English ability of
 high school students through 
English reading common tests



Research Question

What is the most important grammatical 
point in  the reading  common test of 

university admission?



Material
・the common test of University Admission
   2021~2022　questions 2,6

・Center test
　2015~2020   questions 4,6

8 years in total 



Methods

①analyze the common test of University       　
Admission and center test.

②count the number of grammatical items.

③make a graph



① Put a marker on the 　   　 
sentence that is the 　     　 
basis of the answer

②Classify the sentence  　 　
into each grammatical   　
category



Methods

①analyze the common test of University       　
Admission and center test.

②count the number of grammatical items.

③make graph



Grammar items

auxiliary verb　  equality
passive                 perfect 
tense                     comparison          
infinitive                gerund　　
participle               subjunctive
relative adverb
relative pronoun           
formal subject 



Methods

①analyze the common test of University       　
Admission and center test.

②count the number of grammatical items.

③make graph



2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

Common Tests and  Center Tests Scores  for each grammatical item

can
be 
done

more
   ~than

V
+doing

it is 
that SV

it,that a man
who

a day 
when to do doing,

done
if I 
  had~

auxiliary verb passive completion comparison gerund formal 
subject equality

have 
done

relative
pronoun

relative 
adverb infinitive participle subjunctive

①② ③



①

②

Only center tests’ scores



① ②

Only common tests’ scores



Result

center test：infinitive (to do)

common test：auxiliary verb(can) and 　　　　　　　　　

comparision(more~than)



Why the increase in comparisons?

     

Hypothesis: Read more tables and graphs



Material
・the common test of University Admission
   2021~2022　questions 2,6

・Center test
　2015~2020   questions 4,6

8 years in total 



Methods

① Count the number of questions using tables 　 
and graphs

②Average ①

③Compare ②



                  the number of questions using 
                     tables and graphs by year

　

　　　  common test                              center test

年 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015

個
数

6 2 1 4 3 2 3 3

Result



On average…    

〈center test〉                   〈common test〉

2.33→about 2                             4 

about twice

Number of questions with tables and graphs

Yearly average number of questions 
using tables and graphs



The increase in "comparison" 
in the common test is 

due to the increase in questions 
reading graphs and tables.



Conclusion

Common tests have 
a lot of graph reading!

The most important grammatical items in 
reading common tests is…   

comparison
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Thank you for listening!



①

②

③

④ ⑤

⑥

①example sentence
②question
③answer&explanation
④point
⑤column
⑥word


